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Ralf Rangnick

1) Discussion 

a) Who are your favourite managers?

b) Can you think of any managers who have a specific style of play?

c) Who are your favourite international managers?

2) Vocabulary 

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition. 
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from 
exercise 2a.

1) Pep Guardiola has _____________ high _____________ for football with his 
smart ideas at Manchester City.

2) Mohamed Salah worked hard to _____________ his goal of being one of 
the best forwards.

3) Kylian Mbappé had a _____________ of winning the World Cup, and he did 
it with France in 2018.

4) Liverpool play as a _____________, with every player helping in attack and 
defence.

5) Michael Zorc, the _____________ at Borussia Dortmund, finds young 
players like Erling Haaland.

6) Many people _____________ N'Golo Kanté for his hard work and good 
attitude.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the 
question. 

a) Why is Ralf Rangnick important for modern football?

Ralf Rangnick

Ralf Rangnick was born on June 29, 1958, in Backnang, Germany. As a child, he loved 
football and often played with his friends. He joined local clubs and dreamed of 
becoming a professional player. Ralf was smart and studied hard in school, but 
football was always his passion.

Ralf's playing career was short. He played as a midfielder for clubs like VfB Stuttgart 
and SSV Ulm. However, injuries and other challenges stopped his dream of playing at 
the highest level. But Ralf did not give up. He decided to become a football coach.

Ralf Rangnick started coaching at a young age with small clubs like FC Viktoria 
Backnang and SC Korb. He learned a lot about tactics and training methods. His big 
break came when he coached SSV Ulm, helping them move up to a higher league.

Ralf then managed bigger teams, such as VfB Stuttgart, Hannover 96, Schalke 04, 
Hoffenheim, and RB Leipzig. He brought new ideas and improved each team's 
performance. He also worked as a sporting director, finding young talent and building 
strong squads.

Ralf Rangnick is famous for his unique style of play. He believes in "gegenpressing," 
which means pressing the opponent immediately after losing the ball. His teams play 
fast, attack quickly, and defend as a unit. This style is exciting to watch and makes 
football more dynamic.

Ralf's ideas have influenced many coaches and teams around the world. Famous 
managers like Jürgen Klopp and Thomas Tuchel have praised his methods. 
Rangnick's style has changed modern football, making it faster and more 
entertaining.

Ralf Rangnick's impact on football is huge. He is not just a coach but a visionary who 
has transformed the game. His focus on tactics, fitness, and team spirit has set new 
standards. Ralf Rangnick has shown that with passion and innovation, you can 
achieve great things in football.
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4) Discussion

a) What do you think about Ralf Rangnick?

b) Do you like his style of play?

c) What other managers play a similar style of football?

d) Is he in the top 10 best managers? Who else is on your list?
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